CHAPTER  XXVH

PERIOD OF CONFERENCES

Cocanada Congress had come and gone; no-change and
pro-change had met and compromised; but Gopalakrishnayya**
dream of " a grand social convulsion ** through the Congress was
as far from India in January 1924 as ever. The cessation of
the A, I. G, C. secretaryship meant for him a change, definitely
and for good, from All-India politics to more domestic matters,
mostly relating to himself and his province, a change which he
himself declared as "from politics to obscurity." The process,
however, was a gradual one; and, from January 1924 to June
that year, despite his determination, to the contrary, became a
* Period of Conferencing* in his life, and there was no other
period in his life when he took part in so many meetings and
public gatherings as during this period. And there were two
reasons for this external activity about this time.

First was the sudden and unexpected release of Mahatma
Gandhi, in January 1924, owing to illness. Gandhiji was
sentenced in March 1922 for six years imprisonment; but in
January 1924, the Government of Bombay ordered his release
when he fell seriously ill with appendicitis, A wave of enthusi-
asm spread all over the country; and, in Andhradesa, it was
proposed that the occasion should be fittingly celebrated by
the collection of a lakh of rupees as a purse in honour of
Gandhiji, and Gopalakrishnayya had his own part to play in
this collection task.

But there was an inner reason also for his active participa-
tion in public life at this time. For, it may be remetnttoed
that, as soon as he came out of jail in 1922, he weot round die
Andhra districts, carrying aloft the banner of Brahminism; but